
YORK CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD
MINUTES

of the Regular Board Meeting

Tuesday, April 30, 2024

PRESENT:
Members: In Person: F. Alexander, M. Barbieri, C. Cotton, E. Crowe, M. Iafrate, J. DiMeo,
A. Grella, A. Saggese, J. Wigston
Student Trustees J. James, M. Galstyan, A. Zamanifar
Virtual: T. McNicol

Administration: In Person: J. De Faveri, J. Sarna, A. Arcadi, A. Battick, M. Brosens, J. Chiutsi,
K. Elgharbawy, M. Fedrigoni, T. Laliberte, C. McNeil, S. Morrow,
L. Paonessa, J. O’Hara, L. Paonessa, T. Pechkovsky, L. Sawicky,
A. McDonald, J. Tsui
Virtual: C. Candido, S. Wright

Absent with Notice: All present.

Presiding: E. Crowe, Chair of the Board

2024:312 CALL TO ORDER / OPENING PRAYER
Elizabeth Crowe, Chair of the Board, welcomed everyone to the Regular Board Meeting and
welcomed the Faith Ambassador to lead the opening prayer at 7:32 pm. The Land
Acknowledgement followed.

2024:313 ROLL CALL – All Present.

2024:314 APPROVAL OF NEW MATERIAL:
Add: Delegations: Pride Flag
Add: Delegations: School Boundaries
MOTION: Barbieri/Saggese
THAT the new material be approved as presented.

- MOTION CARRIED -

2024:315 APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
MOTION: Wigston/DiMeo
THAT the agenda be approved as amended.

– MOTION CARRIED –

2024:316 DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST FOR CURRENT MEETING:
Trustee Theresa McNicol declared a personal Conflict of Interest for Item #16l
.
2024:317 DECLARATIONS OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST FROM PREVIOUS MEETING: NIL

2024:318 a) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING(S):
Regular Board Meeting of March 6, 2024
Special Board Meeting of March 21, 2024
Special Board Meeting of EDC Policy Review, April 9, 2024
Special Board Meeting of EDC Successor By-Law, April 9, 2024

MOTION: DiMeo/Grella
THAT the Minutes of the Regular Board Meeting of March 6, 2024, Special Board Meeting of March
21, 2024, Special Board Meeting of EDC Policy Review, April 9, 2024 and Special Board Meeting of
EDC Successor By-Law of April 9, 2024, be approved as presented.
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2024:324 RECOGNITIONS / OUTSIDE PRESENTATIONS: NIL

2024:325 DELEGATIONS:

a) Pride Flag - Paolo De Buono - Appendix A
b) School Boundaries - Maryanne Stillo - Appendix B

2024:326 JOURNEY TOWARDS OUR VISION:

a) International Education Program - Year End Review
I. Faraone, Principal, International & Continuing Education Programs and C. Recine, Manager of
Admissions, Enrolment & International Student Program provided a year in review for the
International Education Program. A summary of Recruitment Objectives, Statistics, Department
Expansion & School Support and Marketing Initiatives was provided.

The Board of Trustees were pleaseas DSB
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- MOTION CARRIED –
c) RECEIPT OF REPORT NO. 2024:01 JOINT BOARD CONSORTIUM
Committee Member, Joseph DiMeo ph
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April 22, 2024, be received as presented.
- MOTION CARRIED –

g) APPROVAL OF REPORT NO. 2024:01 AUDIT COMMITTEE
Committee Chair, Maria Iafrate, presented for approval, Report No. 2024:01 of the Audit Committee
meeting held on April 30, 2024.

MOTION: Iafrate/Cotton
THAT the Board approve the 2024 Terms of Reference for the Audit Committee.
THAT the Regional Internal Audit Team 2023-24 Audit Plan be amended to include Succession
Planning for Senior Team / Managers (Non-Academic).
- MOTION CARRIED –

h) APPROVAL OF PROPOSED OPERATIONAL BY-LAW CHANGES
Board Chair, Elizabeth Crowe, presented, for approval, the proposed Operational By-Law changes
to Parameter 4.1.1; 4.1.15; 4.4.2. (General Committee Information)

MOTION: Crowe/Iafrate
THAT the amendments to the Operational By-Law No. 1 Parameters 4.1.1, 4.1.15 and 4.4.2 be
approved.

- MOTION CARRIED -

i) APPROVAL OF COMMUNITY PLANNING
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MOTION: Iafrate/Barbieri
THAT Trustee McNicol be barred for one year from all committee meetings starting
May 1st 2024 to April 30th 2025 and;
THAT this will run concurrently with the existing sanctions that have been placed
on Trustee McNicol.
- MOTION CARRIED –

In Favour: Alexander, Barbieri, Cotton, Crowe, DiMeo, Iafrate, Saggese
Opposed: Grella, Wigston

2024:328 DISCUSSION ITEM(S):

a) TRUSTEE MOTION: Admission to St. Theresa of Lisieux CHS (M. Iafrate)

Whereas St. Theresa of Lisieux CHS is at capacity and therefore, a cap was placed on the school in
order to maintain students and staff safety and well-being;

Whereas families are transferring from public, private and other schools to St. Theresa of Lisieux
CHS feeder schools, namely, St. Mary Immaculate CES, St. Anne CES, St. Marguerite
d’Youville CES and Father Henri Nouwen CES, in order to access entry to St. Theresa of
Lisieux CHS.

LET IT BE RESOLVED
THAT enrolment to St. Theresa of Lisieux CHS remain capped at 1600 to ensure the safety of all students
and staff;
THAT staff review St. Theresa of Lisieux CHS admission process while maintaining a fair and transparent
process;
THAT a recommendation be brought to the Board of Trustees for implementation.

Vice-Chair Iafrate thanked staff for the supplementary report. The Board of Trustees requested
staff to incorporate some of the legal terms received in past y in
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Flying the Pride Flag 
at the 

York Catholic District School Board 
I made this request years ago as a York Catholic District School Board (“York Catholic”) 

parent. Today, I am making this request as a resident and business person in York Region, who is 

also Catholic, that now is the time for York Catholic to fly the Intersex-Inclusive Progress Pride 

flag, starting in June 2024 and every June thereafter, at its head office and at all of  York Catholic’s 

101 secondary and elementary schools. 

Each June, school boards throughout the Greater Toronto Area fly the Pride flag to 

celebrate the inclusion in those boards of  2SLGBTQI+ students, staff, family members, and 

community members. From a student perspective, inclusion improves learning because students 

feel more welcome and safe in a school board that outwardly, in the form of  the Pride flag, 

displays an intention to be 2SLGBTQI+ inclusive. As a resident and business person in York 

Region, it is embarrassing to the residents and businesses in York Region that such a large 

government organization as York Catholic, which is in the heart of  Ontario’s most diverse area, 

lacks the courage and resolve to fully recognize Pride month by flying a Pride flag just like all 

other government organizations in York Region do. 

I am not naive that flying a Pride flag will solve all issues of  systemic homophobia and 

systemic transphobia in York Region. However, flying the Pride flag is a significant step towards 

making York Region a much safer and more inclusive place for York Catholic’s students. 

Approximately a year ago today, York Catholic students (delegates and student trustees) 

spoke clearly to you at York Catholic’s April 2023 board meeting about the positive for students, 

especially 2SLGBTQI+ students, if  York Catholic were to fly the Pride flag. Now is the time to 

act. My procedural suggestion is at this April 30, 2024 board meeting to seek a staff  report for 

consideration at the May board meeting, and at the May board meeting you can vote to fly the 

Pride flag this June and every June thereafter. Thank you for hearing this delegation.

Paolo De Buono, Lawyer & Mediator April 30, 2024

APPENDIX A








